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GENERAL AND PERMANENT LAWs-1964
(R714, H1391)              No. 703
An Act To Regulate The Adoption Of Persons In This State
And To Repeal Sections 10-2581 Through 10-2587, 15-1382 And
19-52.1 Of The 1962 Code, Relating To Adoption.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
SECTION 1. Definitions.-As used in this act, unless the context
otherwise requires, "child" means any minor person, and "agency"
means any person, authority or agency legally empowered to place
children for adoption.
SECTION 2. Who may be adopted.-Any child present within this
State at the time the petition for adoption is filed, irrespective of
place of birth or place of residence, may be adopted.
SECTION 3. Persons eligible to adopt children.-The following
persons are eligible to adopt a child:
a. A husband and wife jointly, or either the husband or wife if the
other spouse is a parent of the child.
b. An unmarried person who is at least of legal age.
c. A married person at least of legal age who is legally separated
from the other spouse.
d. The unmarried father or mother, regardless of his or her age,
of his or her illegitimate child.
SECTION 4. Adoption proceedings.-Proceedings for adoption
by bona fide residents of the State of South Carolina may be brought
in the Court of Common Pleas in which the petitioner resides or in
such court of the county having concurrent jurisdiction with the
Court of Common Pleas or may be brought in such courts in the
county in which the child resides. Courts may also order a change of
venue as in other civil actions in this State.
Provided, under unusual or exceptional circumstances the Court in
its discretion may permit nonresidents to adopt a child, in which case
the proceedings shall be brought in the county where the child re-
sides or where the agency having custody of the child is located.
SECTION 4A. Petition to be served on child prior to hearing.-
Before any hearing shall be had on such a petition the child so sought
to be adopted and whose name is sought to be changed shall be served
with a copy of the petition and a guardian ad litem for such child
shall be appointed as in other civil actions.


